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GOD’S GRACE THRU RELATIONSHIPS 
Sunday,  July 11, 2026 --  1 PETER series  --  msg 37  --  Pastor Andrew Coleman 

MAIN THEME of 1 PETER:   
  

 TAKE HEART!  Because of the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, those who  
 persevere in Him can have true hope amidst their own suffering and hardships  
 knowing that God’s saving promises will be delivered both now and forever.  
   (See 1 PETER 2:21-25 and  1:6-8) 
 
 

FIRST PETER HAS SHOWN US POWERFUL LIFE LESSONS: 
 

LIFE Lesson 1 – Chosen Exiles: Our Identity in Christ     1 Peter 1:1–12 
• Elect exiles of the Dispersion (1:1–2) 
• New birth into a living hope (1:3–5) 
• Rejoicing in trials (1:6–7) 
• The greatness of God’s salvation (1:10–12) 

Application:   How should our eternal identity shape our earthly mindset amidst trials? 
 
LIFE Lesson 2 – Be Holy: Conduct and Character of God’s People     1 Peter 1:13–2:12 

• Be holy in all conduct (1:13–16) 
• Because you are redeemed with the precious blood of Christ (1:18–21) 
• Love one another earnestly (1:22–25) 
• Long for pure spiritual milk (2:1–3) 
• You are a chosen race and royal priesthood (2:4–12) 

Application:   What does it mean to live a holy life in an ungodly, hostile world? 
 
LIFE Lesson 3 – Submission for the Lord’s Sake     1 Peter 2:13–3:7 

• Submission to human authorities:  gov’t, employment, family, church  (2:13–17) 
• Enduring unjust suffering (2:18–25) 
• Christ as the suffering servant (2:21–24) 
• Godly conduct in marriage (3:1–7) 

Application: How does submission to authority display Christ’s character? 
 
LIFE Lesson 4 – Suffering with Christ: A Life of Blessing     1 Peter 3:8–4:11 

• Unity, blessing, and suffering for righteousness (3:8–17) 
• Christ’s suffering and victory (3:18–22) 
• Living for God’s will, not human passions (4:1–6) 
• Use gifts to serve others (4:7–11) 

Application: How can we see suffering as a privilege, not a punishment? 
 
LIFE Lesson 5 – Fiery Trials and Future Glory     1 Peter 4:12–19 

• Do not be surprised by fiery trials (4:12–13) 
• Rejoice in sharing Christ’s sufferings (4:13–14) 
• Judgment begins with the household of God (4:17) 

Application: What does it mean to trust God while suffering for His name? 
 
LIFE Lesson 6 – Humble Shepherds and Firm Faith     1 Peter 5:1–14 

• Shepherd the flock willingly and eagerly (5:1–4) 
• Humble yourselves under God’s mighty hand (5:5–7) 
• Be watchful against the devil (5:8–9) 
• The God of all grace will restore and establish you (5:10–11) 

Application: How does humility, watchfulness, and hope help us stand firm? 
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12 By Silvanus, a faithful brother as I regard him, I have 
written briefly to you, exhorting and declaring that this is the 
true grace of God. Stand firm in it. 13 She who is at Babylon, 
who is likewise chosen, sends you greetings, and so 
does Mark, my son. 14 Greet one another with the kiss of 
love. 
Peace to all of you who are in Christ. 

      1 PETER 5:12-14     English Standard Version (ESV) 

1.  WHY these personal notes at the end of this letter? 
 A)  These are real letters.  They are written to and about real people.   
 B)  Most importantly, these are letters about eternally important issues.  
 C)  There are THREE audiences of these letters: 
  •  The recipients in the first century (churches in that day) 
  •  The Christian church in every age, in every place. 
  •  The lost who do not truly know Christ:  for salvation or judgment. 
 

2.  WHO was Silvanus?      ‘a faithful brother’   
  

 A)  This is apparently SILAS who was first the associate of Paul and then Peter.  
    Silvanus in Latin, but Silas in Greek 
      Acts 15  —   
  •  a respected leader at the church in Jerusalem (‘a leader among the brothers’) 
  •  after the Jerusalem Council was sent with Paul and others to deliver the letter to churches 
  •  was ‘a prophet who encouraged and strengthened the brothers with many words’ 
          Acts 16  —    
  •  Paul chose Silas to go with him through Syria and Cilicia strengthening churches 
  •  Then crossed over to Macedonia (Greece) to preach with Paul 
  •  was arrested, beaten and jailed with Paul — sang praises to God in the night. 
  •  earthquake set them free and the jailer and his family were dramatically saved 
          Acts 17  —    
  •  Silas planted churches in Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, Corinth 
  •  preached Christ with Paul in Athens at the Areopagus (Mars Hill) in front of the Acropolis 
 
          2 CORINTHIANS 1:19  —   Notice that Silas is named with Paul and Timothy 
  For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy and I,  
  was not Yes and No, but in him it is always Yes.  
 
          1 and 2 THESSALONIANS  —  Silas is listed at the opening of these letters 
 
 B)  ‘By Silvanus, a faithful brother, I have written you’  indicates he distributed Peter’s letter.  
  •  After serving with Paul, he also served with Peter. 
  •  So all this is over a period of nearly 30 years. 
  •  Not mentioned as super intelligent, famous, or eloquent… but faithful.  
 

WHY MENTION SILVANUS/SILAS’S NAME? 
 In the first century, so people/churches would receive the letter that he carried.  
 In all other centuries, so we might see the unity of the mission! 
 In all other centuries, so we might see the priority of faithfulness.  
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12 By Silvanus, a faithful brother as I regard him, I have 
written briefly to you, exhorting and declaring that this is the 
true grace of God. Stand firm in it. 13 She who is at Babylon, 
who is likewise chosen, sends you greetings, and so 
does Mark, my son. 14 Greet one another with the kiss of 
love. 
Peace to all of you who are in Christ. 

      1 PETER 5:12-14     English Standard Version (ESV) 

3.  ‘The true grace of God’ is only source of cleansing, forgiveness and hope.  
 ...exhorting and declaring that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it.  
 

 A)  Exhort is to strongly encourage, earnestly advise, or try to persuade someone to do something  
 B)  Declare is to strongly, boldly proclaim.   
        C)  Stand firm in it.     This is a military term…  ‘hold your ground’ .   
  Don’t be weak.  Don’t give up.  Don’t be foolish.  Don’t let your fear cause you to quit.  

 
4.  ‘She who is at Babylon, who likewise is chosen’…   the church at Rome.   
       A)   ‘She’ often refers to ‘the church’   (2 John 1, 13 calls the church ‘the elect lady’.  
       B)   ‘Babylon’ was a symbol of opposition to God, pride, persecution, idolatry, power.  
    See Revelation 17-18 where Babylon is obviously referring to Rome.  
       C)  The reality of God’s election of his people opens the letter and closes the letter! 
  1 Peter 1:1 and 1 Peter 5:13   —  see handout, “The Beautiful Doctrine of Divine Election” 

 
5.  Mark, my son…   Peter’s protégé  who would write the Gospel of Mark. 
 Acts 13 —  An early failure:  He deserts Paul and Barnabas and goes back home.  
 Acts 16 —  Paul and Barnabas argue over Mark.   Paul refuses to have him back.  
 2 Timothy 4:11    Years later things change:  Paul writes,  
       "Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is very useful to me for ministry."  
 1 Peter 5:13  Peter, though he was one of the closest to Jesus, never wrote a Gospel. 
   But Mark who was not a disciple and who did not personally know Jesus did write  
   a gospel account.   How did he do this?  Through the eye witness of Peter.  
   The Gospel of Mark is sometimes called ‘the Gospel of Peter’!   
 

6.  Greet one another with the kiss of love… the call to genuinely love one another.  
 (Not a kiss of betrayal — not fake… but sincere love and care for each other). 

 
HOW CAN WE APPLY THESE SIGNIFICANT VERSES TO OUR LIVES? 
 

1)  See the RELATIONAL NATURE of what it means to be a true Christian.  
 Individuals who love one another and lay down their lives together for Christ.  
 Whole churches that love others whom they’ve never met by praying, sending, and going.  
  
2)  See that we endure suffering, grow in knowledge of Christ, serve in faithfulness and walk in the true  
      grace of God together.  We do not endure trials alone.   God’s grace and peace are  most often  
      experienced through the faithful presence of His people.  
 
 
 


