
THE GOD OF LIGHT WITH NO DARKNESS AT ALL 
Sunday, May, 2021--  1st JOHN series  --  msg 3  --  Pastor Andrew Coleman 

REVIEW :       

 The Author:   John was a disciple and apostle   (an eyewitness) 

   --  the youngest disciple who became the oldest 
   --  his message is very pastoral (gentle) but polemical (firm).   

 The Genre:  an open letter to all churches.  

   writing style is --  artistic, repeating, interwoven, layered, progressively revealing. 

 The Setting:   critical transition at end of eyewitnesses 

   Doctrinal Problems: 
   --  as always, false teachers were rising up (early Gnostics -- knowledge) 
   --  so new heresies were circulating around.  flesh (evil) vs. spirit (good) 
    Confusion over the nature of God. 
    Denying Jesus was the Messiah/Christ.   
    Denying Jesus was really the Son of God.  
    Denying Jesus had come in the flesh. 
    Denying Jesus’s death was necessary for the forgiveness of sins.  
   Behavioral Problems: 
    Loving the world instead of loving God and others.    

 -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

The Apostle JOHN:   a Protecting Pastor.  ‘pastor’ (poimen)  =  “shepherd” 
 

 •  The Apostle Paul alerts the pastors in Ephesus of their duty . 
  Acts 20:28-31 

28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which 
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of 
God, which he obtained with his own blood. 29 I know that after my 
departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the 
flock; 30 and from among your own selves will arise men speaking 
twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31 Therefore 
be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or 
day to admonish every one with tears.  

 
 •  The very last verses of Paul’s first letter to young ‘Pastor Timothy’ end with a warning. 
       1st Timothy 6:20-21 

O Timothy, guard the deposit entrusted to you. Avoid the irreverent 
babble and contradictions of what is falsely called “knowledge,” for 
by professing it some have swerved from the faith.  
 

 •  The Apostle John is constantly concerned that the church stay in the truth.  
   2nd John 1-2  also see 4, 7,  9-10 

1 The elder to the elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth, 
and not only I, but also all who know the truth, 2 because of the 
truth that abides in us and will be with us forever:  
 

 •  1st John is a LOADED LETTER!    It is full of correction and warning.  
     light/darkness truth/lies genuine/fake      sinful/forgiven love/hate    



1st JOHN 1:5-10         English Standard Version (ESV) 

 

1) Last week, vs 1-4 opens the letter with the Reality and Centrality of Christ.   

     This week, vs 5 declares Christ’s GLORIOUS MESSAGE in utter simplicity. 
 

2)  The over-arching message is that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.  
 
 A)  GOD IS LIGHT.  
       Throughout Scripture we see God and His glory described in terms of light.  
  •  The Lord leads Israel with a pillar of fire for light   Exodus 13:21-22   
  •  Moses’s face glowed with light after meeting with God  Exodus 34:29 
  •  The Lord is clothed in light as with a cloak    Psalm 104:1-2 
  •  The Lord is my light and my salvation whom shall I fear?  Psalm 27:1 
  •  Jesus was transfigured and his face shown like the sun  Matthew 17:2 
  •  Paul summarizes the importance of God as light to believers 
   2 Corinthians 4:4-6 

4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbeliev-
ers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 
who is the image of God. 5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus 
Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, 
who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  

 
  •  John’s Gospel begins by equating LIGHT and LIFE.  
   John 1:1-13 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, 
to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not 
the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He 
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But 
to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, 13  who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of 
the will of man, but of God. 

 
 
 

5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God 
is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fellowship with 
him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if 
we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one anoth-
er, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 10 If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and 
his word is not in us.  



1st JOHN 1:5-10             English Standard Version (ESV) 

 

  •  John gets this from Jesus’s own words  (’the message’):     
   John 8:12 

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”    

 
 B.  In GOD is NO darkness at all.  vs 5 
 

  Deuteronomy 32:4 
The Rock! His work is perfect,  
 For all His ways are just;  
A God of faithfulness and without injustice,  
 Righteous and upright is He.  

 

  2 Samuel 22:31  (Psalm 18:30) 
           As for God, His way is perfect; the word of the LORD is flawless.  
          He is a shield to all who take refuge in Him. 
 

  Job 36:23 
          Therefore listen to me, O men of understanding.  
                       Far be it from God to do wrong, and from the Almighty to act unjustly.  

 
WHAT DOES ALL THIS MEAN? 

 1)  God is the only source of TRUE LIGHT. 

  A.  the light of His WORD/ ALL TRUTH  (Psalm 119:105, 130; 2 Peter 2:19) 

  B.  the light of His VIRTUE / ALL MORALITY   (Ephesians 5:8-9) 

      
 2)  God bestows light on believers in the form of eternal life through  
       His Son Jesus Christ, who was the light of God in the flesh.   (John 1:12 and 8:12) 

 
 3)  If someone claims to have the light of God (eternal life through Christ) then  
       they will be devoted to  God’s Word (truth) and God’s virtue (morality).  
         
 4)  This is the test of true faith versus fake faith.  
  see 1st John 2:9-11;   
 
 

5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God 
is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fellowship with 
him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if 
we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one anoth-
er, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 10 If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and 
his word is not in us.  

Psalm 139:11-12 
 

11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
           and the light about me be night,” 
12 even the darkness is not dark to you; 
           the night is bright as the day, 
           for darkness is as light with you.  

Revelation 4:8 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord 

God Almighty who was and is 
and is to come!  


