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Jesus:  I Bear Witness to the Truth 

NARRATIVE REVIEW AND SUMMARY:   for   John 18:28-40 

 

‘Farewell Discourse’,  ‘Last Supper’,  ‘Upper Room’  — Chapters 13-17 

 Ch 13 Jesus gathers the disciples for the Last Supper. 

  Jesus washes their feet,  “I am a servant.  You be a servant.” 

  Judas is dismissed to betray. 

 Ch 14 “I go to prepare a place for you.”  “I am the way, the truth, the life.” 

  “I will send the Holy Spirit to you.”    

 Ch 15 “Abide in Me!”   “The world is going to hate you.” 

 Ch 16 “My time has come.  I am going away.  Things are going to get tough.   

    It’s all going to be worth it.  I have overcome the world.” 

 Ch 17 Jesus prays His ‘high, priestly prayer’ for his disciples (then to now). 

 

Arrest, Trials, Torture and Crucifixion of Jesus  —  Chapters 18-19 

 Ch 18   They go to the Garden of Gethsemane in darkness. 

  Judas betrays, Jesus is arrested, everyone flees.  He is alone. 

  Jesus taken to Annas and then Caiaphas for illegal hearings. 

  Peter denies Christ three times.  Cock crows. 

  Jesus taken before Roman Governor Pilate, private discussion. 

  Pilate comes in and out of public view several times.  

  Barabbas is offered by Pilate, rejected by Jews. 

 Ch 19 Pilate has Jesus flogged.  Mocks him. Mocks the Jews.   

  Crowd cries ‘Crucify!”  Pilate gives in to their demand. 

  The Creator/Messiah of the world is taken out, crucified and buried. 
 

 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John tell what happened from their different 

perspectives.  Thus, we have different but non-conflicting accounts.  

 

‘O, the Irony of it All!’    ‘Isn’t that ironic?’ 

 The Jews come to kill their Messiah.  18:3 

 The Jews embrace Caesar over God’s heavenly king Jesus. 19:12 &15 

 Judas betrays Jesus with a kiss.  

 Peter, the sworn defender, cursedly denies knowing Jesus. 

 Three times Pilate (the pagan) declares Jesus innocent.  

 Three times the Jews (the religious) declare Him guilty. 

 The criminal Barabbas (son of the father) is offered to appease. 



 

1)  Religion grossly deceives it’s followers.   vs 28-31 
  

 The Jews thought highly of their own righteousness. 
   vs 28 

 The Jews sought to kill their own Messiah. 
  vs 29-31 
 

 Religion centers on the works of man.  
 

 The conscience of unredeemed people is sometimes famously 

 hard, calloused, seared and dead.  
 

 In others it can be subtly or blatantly blinded by beliefs,  

 practices or experiences that are of little or no value.  
 

 

2)  Rebellion ultimately condemns true righteousness. 
 vs 32 
 

 Stoning (honor killing) was not enough.   
 

 The humiliation of the Roman cross was their goal. 
  Deut 21:23;  Gal 3:13 
 

 Our rejection of God is thorough and complete. 

 
3) Reality is ultimately known only in God’s truth. 
 vs 33-38 

 37 Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus an-

swered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was 

born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear 

witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my 

voice.” 38 Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 

 

 The only real kingdom is that of God’s kingdom. 

 

 The only real truth is found in knowing Christ. 
  John 1:14, 17;  8:39-40;  14:6;   
  

  Do you, like Pilate, ask ‘What is truth?’   

 Truth is not found in mere facts, ideologies or experiences…  

 truth is found in a Person.    

  
Jesus said to him,  “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.   

No one comes to the Father except through Me.” 
John 14:6 


