
FORGIVENESS & CLEANSING FROM SIN 
Sunday, May 16, 2021--  1st JOHN series  --  msg 5  --  Pastor Andrew Coleman 

REVIEW :       

 The Author:   John was a disciple and apostle    
 The Genre:  an open letter to all churches.  
   writing style is --  artistic, repeating, interwoven, layered, progressively revealing. 

 The Setting:   critical transition at end of eyewitnesses 
   Doctrinal Problems: 
   --  as always, false teachers were rising up  
   --  so new heresies were circulating around.   
   Behavioral Problems: 
    Loving the world instead of loving God and others.    

 

 •  Verse 5 is perhaps the central premise of the entire letter…  “This is the message that we  
      have heard from Him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him is no darkness at all.”    
 

 •  After the great premise statement about God, there are 5 “IF-statements” about us. 
    3 if-statements are about SINFUL PEOPLE   “If we say…” vs 6, 8, 10  
    2 if-statements are about FORGIVEN PEOPLE    (if we walk,  if we confess)     vs 7, 9 
 

                       ************************************************************************ 
 

 •  The Apostle John is contrasting those who have a fake relationship with God versus 
      those who have a genuine relationship with God.  
  --  The fakers either deceive or are deceived;  they deal in falsehoods.   vs 6, 8, 10 
  --  The genuine neither deceive nor are deceived;  they deal in truth.  vs 7, 9 

 
 •  The greatness of the contrast between these two cannot be overstated:     
  --  One is sinful and the other is forgiven. 
  --  One is condemned and the other is redeemed.  
  --  One has eternal life and the other has eternal death.   
  John 5:24   (Jesus speaking) 

Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has 
eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.  

1st JOHN 1:5-10         English Standard Version (ESV) 

5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 
   God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.  
 

6   If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, 
     we lie and do not practice the truth.  

 

7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
   fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his 
   Son cleanses us from all sin.  

 

8   If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
     in us.  

 

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
   us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 

         10   If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is 
                not in us.  



1st JOHN 1:5-10         English Standard Version (ESV) 

 

vs 7  Both JUSTIFICATION (salvation) and SANCTIFICATION (growth) are in play.  
     (to be declared right before God)  (to grow in being like God) 
 

  •  True salvation has visible proof .   
   if we walk in the light as he is in the light  (growing in truth and holiness) 
   we have fellowship with one another   (perhaps the greatest test) 
  •  True salvation continually washes us from sin.  

 and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 
 

  Hebrews 10:17-18  (Jeremiah 31:31)  
17  then he adds, 
     “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 
18  Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 

 

  Luke 18:9-14 The Pharisee and the Tax Collector 
   Notice the attitude.   (pride  vs  shame) 
   Notice the action.   (boasting  vs  pleading/confessing) 
 

vs 9  God forgives because he is always faithful and just. (What he said, he will do.) 
 

 1)  Your relationship with God is a real relationship --  He intends intimacy/interaction! 
 2)  So long as we are in this flesh, we will sin against him.  (Romans 6, 7, 8) 
 3)  When we sin against the Lord our fellowship with him is compromised.  
 4)  Warning!  Refusal to submit and confess causes your MISERY INDEX to climb. 
  Psalm 32:3-4     

3   For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away 
         through my groaning all day long. 
4   For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 
         my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.  
 

 5)  GOD restores our proper fellowship with Him through our confession and repentance. 
   Acts 3:19      (also see Jeremiah 3:22-23;  Hosea 14:4;  Lamentations 3:22-23;  Psalm 40!) 

Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, 
in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord;   
 

 6)  God’s cleansing is perfect and complete.       
  vs 7  the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 
  vs 9  cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

KEY QUESTIONS:   
 Do you walk in light or darkness?   Do you live in proper fellowship with God and His people? 
 Do you confess your sin and turn away from it?  
 All of this begins with believing in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus for your sins.   

 

7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
   fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his 
   Son cleanses us from all sin.  

 

 
 

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
   us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  


