
GOD’S TRUE CHILDREN ABIDE IN CHRIST 
Sunday, September 5, 2021  --  1st JOHN series  --  Msg 15  --  Pastor Andrew Coleman 

1st JOHN 2:28 - 3:3                     English Standard Version (ESV) 

28  And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have 
confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29  If you know that he 
is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices righteousness has been 
born of him. 
1  See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called chil-
dren of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it 
did not know him. 2  Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has 
not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because 
we shall see him as he is. 3  And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as 
he is pure.  

 
FIRST JOHN is all about true, genuine, saving FAITH  versus  fake, self-deceived RELIGION. 
 
KEY WORD:   abide  =   to remain with, to dwell with;   opposite of leaving or abandoning. 
 
1)  God’s true children will have confidence when Christ returns because  
       they have abided (stayed) in Him.   vs 28  
  

 A)  Salvation is solely the work/gift of God, but it is proved by our abiding in Christ.  
  

 B)  We abide in Him through faith, obedience and self-sacrifice.   
 
      JOHN 15:1-11       Jesus calls His Disciples to Abide in Him 

1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not 
bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may 
bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you.  
4  Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in 
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. 
Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in 
me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By 
this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 9 As 
the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my com-
mandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 
and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, 
and that your joy may be full.”  

 
     MARK 8:34-38     Jesus clarifies what total commitment looks like 

34  And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would 
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35 For whoever 
would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will 
save it. 36 For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 37 
For what can a man give in return for his soul?  38 For whoever is ashamed of me and of 
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
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        True Christians will grow to eagerly await Christ’s return.  Not dread it! 
 

 Hebrews 9:28 
So Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second 
time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.  

 

 Titus 2:11-13 
11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 train-
ing us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 
upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ  

 

 False believers will live like the world, desert the Savior and cower in fear at His coming.   
 
 
 
2)  God’s true children practice righteousness as they abide in Christ.  vs 29 
 Again, see John 15 (abide),  Mark 8 (commitment),  Titus 2:12 (holiness).  
 

 Leviticus 20:26;  21:8 (1 Peter 1:16)    
You shall be holy to me, for I the LORD am holy and have separated you from the 
peoples, that you should be mine.  

 
 

 
3)  God’s true children are loved by God and rejected by the world as they abide in Christ.  vs 3:1 
 Romans  8:12-17 

12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put 
to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of 
God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into 
fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! 
Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of 
God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provid-
ed we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.  

 
 In a world whose heart is growing increasingly cold, we remember that God’s Word 
 makes clear that it is because of His great love for us that we are saved by Christ.  
 
 “Not only are we spared, but we are heired!”    He makes us fellow heirs with Christ! 
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      4)  God’s true children will be totally transformed to abide  
      with Christ face to face forever!  vs 2-3 
 
 Here we see the important concept of...  
 

          “THE ALREADY”             AND                 “THE NOT YET” 

          (now)                   (when He appears) 
  Our salvation in Christ now           Our restoration to His image without sin 
     

John 1:12 
But to all who did receive Him, who 
believed in His name, He gave the 
right to become children of God,  
 
Romans 8:1 
There is therefore now no condemna-
tion for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
 
2 Corinthians 6:2 
For he says, “In a favorable time I   
listened to you, and in a day of salva-
tion I have helped you.” Behold, now is 
the favorable time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation.  
 
Acts 3:19 
Repent, now therefore and return, 
that your sins may be wiped away and 
times of refreshing may come from 
the presence of the Lord.  

1 Corinthians 15:51-58 
51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For 
the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53 For this 
perishable body must put on the imperishable, and 
this mortal body must put on immortality. 54 When 
the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the 
mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass 
the saying that is written: 

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
“O death, where is your victory? 
O death, where is your sting?” 

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is 
the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in 
vain. 

KEY QUESTIONS: 
1)  If you heard an earth shaking blast of a trumpet and realized that the Lord Jesus Christ was returning  
      this afternoon, what might your immediate thoughts be?  How do you think you would feel?   WHY? 
 

2)  How does your life compare to John 15:1-5 and Mark 8:34-38 and Titus 2:11-13?   
 

3)  Christ’s return is IMMINENT.  How can you have confidence when he appears?   


