
God’s Gracious Prosecution, Conviction & Punishment 
Sunday, March 17, 2019  —  Hosea: Scandalous Love series —  Pastor Andrew Coleman 

BACKGROUND & SETTING OF HOSEA:    

 Adam & Eve  (Cain & Abel)  

 Noah and the Flood   
 
 
 

2000BC Abraham & Sarah 
 Isaac 
 Jacob 
 Joseph (to Egypt) 
 
 
 

1500BC Moses (led out of Egypt) 
 Joshua (led into Promised Land) 
   The Judges  
 
 
 

 Saul     (wicked) 
1000BC David     (flawed but faithful) 
   Solomon  (unfaithful after wealth) 
 
 

 

  931BC Kingdom Divided  
    [Israel (north)   Judah (south)] 
     The Major & Minor Prophets 
                  (Hosea!) 
 The people, priests, prophets  
 and kings forget the Lord. 
 

 Both kingdoms are destroyed  
 and taken into captivity.  
 

 All along God promises Messiah. 

 
 

  400BC Inter-testamental period begins 
 

      0BC Birth of Christ Jesus 

Remember the GRAND OUTLINE of the Bible: 
CREATION,  FALL,  REDEMPTION,  RESTORATION 
 

God, in His amazing grace, chooses a man and his offspring 
through whom He will bring His salvation to the world. 
 

God makes a covenant with His people. 
He is faithful, yet His people are unfaithful.  
 

God miraculously delivers His people again and again. 
The Law of Moses is given so we may see that God is holy .  
and we are not.   No matter how hard we try, we cannot  
keep God’s holy standard.  Therefore, we need a savior.  
 
Instead of God for their leader, His people demanded a king like 
the pagan nations around them.  So the kings began.  
God promises blessings for obedience and curses (captivity and 
exile)  for unfaithfulness.  (1 Kings 9:1-9) 
 
The kingdom is divided into Israel (north) and Judah (south).  All 
but a few of the kings of Judah ‘do evil in the sight of the Lord.’ 
Both kingdoms grow indifferent to God and begin worshipping 
other gods.   Both kingdoms are headed for exile. 
 
The prophets are sent by God to call His people to return to Him.  
But their message is rejected.  So they declare that captivity  
and exile are coming.   1st and 2nd KINGS tell the story from 971BC 
to 561BC.  God sends the pagan kingdoms of Egypt, Syria, Assyria, 
Babylon and Persia to bring His judgment on His people.   
In it all, He promises that His love will win and He will  
turn their hearts back to Himself.  Salvation is FROM GOD! 

Why Are Bible Passages on Sin and Wrath Important to Us? 

1)  Because every last word of God’s Holy Word is eternally important. 

2)  Because superficial diagnoses lead to false remedies.    

3)  Because understanding sin and wrath will make you wiser.  

4)  Because understanding sin and wrath will warn you of great danger.   

5)  Because understanding sin and wrath will help you CHERISH the Gospel.   

 



1  Hear this, O priests! 
 Pay attention, O house of Israel! 
 Give ear, O house of the king! 
 For the judgment is for you; 
 for you have been a snare at Mizpah 
 and a net spread upon Tabor. 
2  And the revolters have gone deep into slaughter, 
 but I will discipline all of them. 
 
 
 
3  I know Ephraim, 
 and Israel is not hidden from me; 
 for now, O Ephraim, you have played the whore; 
 Israel is defiled. 
4  Their deeds do not permit them 
 to return to their God. 
 For the spirit of whoredom is within them, 
 and they know not the LORD. 
 
 
 
5  The pride of Israel testifies to his face; 
 Israel and Ephraim shall stumble in his guilt; 
 Judah also shall stumble with them. 
6  With their flocks and herds they shall go 
 to seek the LORD, 
 but they will not find him; 
 he has withdrawn from them. 
7  They have dealt faithlessly with the LORD; 
 for they have borne alien children. 
 Now the new moon shall devour them with their fields. 
 
 

Hosea Chapter 5                   English Standard Version (ESV) 

KEY CONCEPTS for UNDERSTANDING HOSEA CHAPTER 5: 
 

●  God’s judgment upon His people is very different than His judgment upon His enemies. 

●  God, in His wisdom, mercy and grace, is bringing His people back to Himself. 

●  God is never in a hurry.  He has plenty of time.  He is patient and purposeful. 
  YHWH  —   “He who was,  who is  and who will be.” 
    God is in no way related to or limited by time.  

●  God is a gracious God who wants to bring change into your life.  
     And He has all the time and all the power He needs to do it.   

  

KEY OBSERVATIONS & APPLICATIONS: 
 
Notice the first word HEAR  — same as Ch 4.  
Three different words:  hear,  listen,  give ear. 
    In love and gentleness God is calling them.  
In mercy, God makes clear they are under judgment.  
High places turned into wicked sacrifice sites.  
 
Perhaps, even, child sacrifice.  (to Molech) 
He disciplines those He loves with a gracious purpose.   
     (Hebrews 12:6;  Deut. 8:5;  Ps. 94:12;  Prov. 3:11-12) 
 
 

God knows and sees us, even when we do  
not know and see Him.   
 • Our sin is known by the Lord. 
 • Our sin keeps us from the Lord. 
 • Our sin blinds us to the Lord.  
 
 
 
 
Pride always leads to disgrace and destruction.  
(Prov. 16:18;  11:12;  18:12) 
 
God cannot be appeased with religious acts.  
In mercy, He does not respond to quick fixes.  
 
God’s silence awaits genuine repentance.  



 
8  Blow the horn in Gibeah, 
 the trumpet in Ramah. 
 Sound the alarm at Beth-aven; 
 we follow you, O Benjamin! 
9  Ephraim shall become a desolation 
 in the day of punishment; 
 among the tribes of Israel 
 I make known what is sure. 
10  The princes of Judah have become 
 like those who move the landmark; 
 upon them I will pour out 
 my wrath like water. 
11  Ephraim is oppressed, crushed in judgment, 
 because he was determined to go after filth. 
12  But I am like a moth to Ephraim, 
 and like dry rot to the house of Judah. 
 
 
 
13  When Ephraim saw his sickness, 
 and Judah his wound, 
 then Ephraim went to Assyria, 
 and sent to the great king. 
 But he is not able to cure you 
 or heal your wound. 
14  For I will be like a lion to Ephraim, 
 and like a young lion to the house of Judah. 
 I, even I, will tear and go away; 
 I will carry off, and no one shall rescue. 
 
15  I will return again to my place, 
 until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face, 

 and in their distress earnestly seek me. 

Hosea Chapter 5                   English Standard Version (ESV) KEY OBSERVATIONS & APPLICATIONS: 
 
CIVIL WAR BETWEEN ISRAEL & JUDAH — 
Their foolish sin brings disaster upon themselves.  
2 Kings 16:5-9  tells the story: 
 Northern Israel and Syria attack Judah because 
  Judah refused to join them against Assyria.  
 So Judah goes to Assyria for help. 
 Assyria invades Israel and Syria (but not Ephraim). 
 Ephraim tries to patch things up, gets crushed.  
 2 Kings 17:1-6 
 
 
 
When our sin snowballs into greater trouble seeking 
ungodly fixes only makes matters worse. vs 13 
 
 
The world does not have the solution to the problems 
that arise from unfaithfulness to God.  vs 13 
 
 
God, in His mercy, will confuse and crush our earthly 
schemes for relief and peace.  vs 12 and 14 
 
 
Again, God has all the time in the world.    
In mercy and love, He will withdraw Himself until  
His true children are ready to genuinely repent. 
 Repentance —   
  •  acknowledge sin to God 
  •  turn from sin to God 
   

Psalm 51 
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet went to him,  
after he had gone in to Bathsheba. 

  

1  Have mercy on me, O God, 
 according to your steadfast love; 
 according to your abundant mercy 
 blot out my transgressions. 
2  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
 and cleanse me from my sin! 
 



Psalm 51  continued 
 
3  For I know my transgressions, 
 and my sin is ever before me. 
4  Against you, you only, have I sinned 
 and done what is evil in your sight, 
 so that you may be justified in your words 
 and blameless in your judgment. 
5  Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 
 and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
6  Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, 
 and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 
 
7  Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
 wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8  Let me hear joy and gladness; 
 let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 
9  Hide your face from my sins, 
 and blot out all my iniquities. 
10  Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
 and renew a right spirit within me. 
11  Cast me not away from your presence, 
 and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
12  Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
 and uphold me with a willing spirit. 
 
13  Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 
 and sinners will return to you. 
14  Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, 
 O God of my salvation, 
 and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness. 
15  O Lord, open my lips, 
 and my mouth will declare your praise. 
16  For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; 
 you will not be pleased with a burnt offering. 
17  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 
 a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
 
18  Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; 
 build up the walls of Jerusalem; 
19  then will you delight in right sacrifices, 
 in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; 
 then bulls will be offered on your altar. 

Are you being faithful to God and His ways or yourself and your ways? 
When God convicts you of sin, what is your response to Him? 
We turn to God through the final sacrifice of Jesus — by faith we repent and believe. 


