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REASON TO REJOICE  --  CHRIST IS PROCLAIMED 
Sunday, October 20, 2019  —  Philippians series --  Msg 6 —   Pastor Andrew Coleman 

Philippians 1:15-18  (focus)                              English Standard Version (ESV) 

12  I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has 
really served to advance the gospel, 13 so that it has become known 
throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my   
imprisonment is for Christ. 14 And most of the brothers, having    
become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more 
bold to speak the word without fear.  
15  Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others 
from good will. 16 The latter do it out of love, knowing that I am put 
here for the defense of the gospel. 17 The former proclaim Christ out 
of selfish ambition, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my   
imprisonment. 18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in 
pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice.  

REVIEW: 
 1)  Paul writes from a prison in Rome to the Philippian church he planted and loves. 
 

 2)  Paul awaits execution and the Philippians endure much trouble.  
 

 3)  Paul wants them to know that he is truly OK and that God is powerfully using  
       his persecution for the His grand plan and kingdom advancement.  
  
 

THOUGH IN PRISON, PAUL REJOICED IN THREE THINGS… 
 

 1)  He had the opportunity to preach the Gospel to his captors!   vs 12-13 
  (Though we should ask, “Who had who captive?!”) 
 

 2)  His preaching in prison emboldened other believers to boldly preach the Gospel. vs 14 
 

 3)  The Gospel is being preached all the more -- even by those against him. vs 15-18 
 

 

SO WHO WAS AGAINST PAUL?   
 

 1)  Non-converted Jews or ‘the Jewish establishment’.  
 

 2)  Supposedly converted Jews who still pushed the Jewish Law -- ‘Judaizers’. 
 

 3)  Pagan Roman authorities. 
 

 4)  Jealous, rivalrous ‘Home team Christians’ with wrong motives. 
 

1 Corinthians 1:10-15  
10  I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be 
no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. 11 For it has 
been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. 12 What I mean 
is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow 
Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?  
14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one may say that you 
were baptized in my name.  
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SO WHAT IS PAUL TEACHING US?   
 

 1)  In God’s work among people (‘the Christian ministry’ of ‘the Church’) there are  
 either right motives  or  wrong motives.   vs 15-17 

 
  “envy and rivalry”       VS   “good will” 
  envy = “Why do they have that!?”   not ‘charity’  but ‘right motive’ 
  rivalry =  “Who’s better than who?” 
                   contentiousness 
 

  The source is selfishness.    The source is love. 
    (“selfish ambition” vs 17)         --  for Paul,  for Christ,  for people. 
 

 

 2)  You can have the right message but the wrong motives.  vs 18 
   

     These were not Judaizers.  These were preachers of orthodox gospel truth.  
 

      The Poisonous P’s of Gospel ministry… 
  •  Pride,  •  Power,  •  Position,  •  Prestige,  •  Profit. 
  These seek human recognition not humble reflection of Christ.  
  Possible in preaching, singing, teaching, leading, serving, giving, going...   
 

  

 3)  The right message can trump the wrong motives.  vs 18 
 

        Remember a hard-hearted, angry, bigoted prophet named Jonah?   
   

  Isaiah 55:10-11 
10 For just as rain and snow fall from heaven and do not return without watering the earth, making it bud 
and sprout, and providing seed to sow and food to eat, 11 so My Word that proceeds from My mouth will 
not return to Me empty, but it will accomplish what I please, and it will prosper where I send it.   

   
 4)  Ultimately, the power is in the Message not the messenger! 
  Romans 1:16 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes,  
 

2 Timothy 1:8 
So do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, or of me, His prisoner. Instead, join me 
in suffering for the gospel by the power of God.  

 

APPLICATION ENCOURAGEMENT: 
  You can proclaim Christ in your persecution and suffering. 
  You can proclaim Christ in your weakness and frailty.  
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