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14 King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’s name had become known. Some said, “John the 
Baptist has been raised from the dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at 
work in him.” 15 But others said, “He is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a prophet, like 
one of the prophets of old.” 16 But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I be-
headed, has been raised.” 17 For it was Herod who had sent and seized John and bound 
him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because he had married 
her. 18 For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your broth-
er’s wife.” 19 And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put him to death. 
But she could not, 20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy 
man, and he kept him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he 
heard him gladly. 
21 But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his nobles 
and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 22 For when Herodias’s 
daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. And the king said to 
the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it to you.” 23 And he vowed to 
her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half of my kingdom.” 24 And she went 
out and said to her mother, “For what should I ask?” And she said, “The head of John 
the Baptist.” 25 And she came in immediately with haste to the king and asked, saying, 
“I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26 And the 
king was exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to 
break his word to her. 27 And immediately the king sent an executioner with orders to 
bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison 28 and brought his head on 
a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. 29 When his disciples 
heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. 
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WHO was John the Baptist and WHY was he so important? 
 

 1)  John the Baptist was the                                            of God’s Messiah, Jesus Christ.  
  --  Think about the role of a king’s forerunner among                                     ,  among                             .   
  --  He was/is a very significant part to the unfolding of God’s                                                     .  
 
 2)  John the Baptist’s birth and role was                                                   similarly as Jesus’s birth. 
  Isaiah 40:3-5   (foretold 700 years before) 

"A voice of one calling: 'In the desert prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the wil-
derness a highway for our God. Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made 
low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. And the glory of the LORD 
will be revealed, and all mankind together will see it. For the mouth of the LORD has spoken'"  
 

 3)  John the Baptist’s birth was                                           ;   similar (but not equal) to Jesus.   
  --  Announced by an angel to his parents  Luke 1:7-17;  vs 76 
   • John’s conception was                                                 (Elizabeth/Zechariah) 
   • Jesus’s conception was                                                (Mary/no father -- Holy Spirit) 
  --  Mary (                        ) visits Elizabeth (                    ) during pregnancy Luke 1:39-45 
  --  At John’s circumcision ceremony, his father Zechariah said,   (Luke 1:76) 
   “ You, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High;  
      for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him”  
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 4)  John the Baptist was the first God-called prophet in the                        years since Malachi.  
        He was the last of the Old Testament prophets.   
        He would link God’s promises                               to  God’s promises                                .   
   
 5)  When John started preaching, most people recognized him as a                                     of God,  
       but some thought he was the                                     .   He continually denied that he was. 
  John 1:19-28 

19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 
And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” 
And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to 
those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out 
in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 
24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are you baptiz-
ing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize 
with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27 even he who comes after me, the 
strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took place in Bethany across the 
Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

 
 6)  John the Baptist preached a message and baptism of                                                     .    
  Matthew 3:2   "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near"  
 
 7)  Jesus submitted Himself to John’s baptism to                                    Himself with                                and  
        fulfill the Father’s plan for our redemption.   
  Matthew 3:13-15    

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14 John 
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he consented.  

  2 Corinthians 5:21 
          For our sake He [God the Father] made Him [Christ or ‘God the Son’] to be sin who knew  
           no sin, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.  
 
 8)  John the Baptist was a man of great                         but not without                               /                           .  
       While in prison he sent someone to Jesus to ask if He was really the Messiah.   Luke 7:18-23 
 
 9)  John the Baptist was greatly loved and esteemed by Jesus; most of all                                 by Him.  
  Matthew 11:11  Jesus said of him... 

"Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than 
John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he."  

   --  As the last Old Testament prophet, he was the greatest of them all.  
   --  Yet, as a mere man (‘born of woman’) he is nothing compared to those who have  
        been                                 of God  (‘the least in the kingdom of heaven’). 
 

JOHN’S EXAMPLE AND YOUR LIFE: 
•  Consider the                                           with which John approached his life and call.  How about you? 
•  John                               to introduce others to Christ.  His only concern.  How about you? 

John 3:29-30     The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who 
stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy 
of mine is now complete. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.  

•  See John’s                     and                                  standing as Jesus’s best man.  How about you? 
 


