JUDE: Humble, Called and Kept

July 19, 2015 — Epistle of Jude series — Msg 2 — Pastor Andrew Coleman

Jude 1-2 English Standard Version (ESV)

1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James,
To those who are called, beloved in God the Father
and kept for Jesus Christ:

2 May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.

Review: The Background of Jude
1) The war on truth has raged since before time began.

2) Jude is one of the last books of the Bible written.

3) Jude’s theme — BEWARE of APOSTATES.

4) Difference between the Apostles and the Apostates:
Apostles: ‘one who is sent’
Apostates: ‘one who dissents’ abandons, defects etc

5) Jesus, Paul, Peter, John, warn ‘false teachers are coming’.

6) Jude says, ‘the false teachers are here’. vs 4

The NAME Jude —

Hebrew form: Judah Greek form: Judas or Jude

The MAN Jude —
There are numerous men named ‘Jude’ or ‘Judas’ in the NT.

There are also numerous men named ‘James’ in the NT.

This Jude and this James are half-brothers of Jesus.
Mark 6:3; Matthew 12:46-50; 13:55; John 7:5

= The progeny of Jesus is the Holy Spirit and Mary.
= The progeny of Jesus’ brothers and sisters is Joseph and Mary.

Jude and James were not among the 12 disciples.

Judas Iscariot ‘went apostate’. But this Judas was faithful.

1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James,
To those who are called, beloved in God the Father
and kept for Jesus Christ:

2 May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.

1) Notice the humility Jude displays.

a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James

doulous = bondslave, servant

He is owned. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20
He is obedient. Romans 6:16-18
He is obligated. Romans §8:12-13

2) Notice the credentials Jude discloses.
a servant of Jesus Christ brother of James

James was the leader of church at Jerusalem.
Acts 12:17; 15:13; 21:18; Gal. 2:9

A statement of identification and validation.
Falsehood was everywhere. In person and in letters.

The source of knowledge and instruction
is critically important. DANGER!

3) Notice the recipients Jude designates: true Christians.
To those who are called, beloved in God the Father
and kept for Jesus Christ:

A) They are called to salvation by God.
Rom. 1:7; ICor. 1:23-24; 1 Thess 5:24; 2 Thess. 2:13-14

B) They are specially loved by God.
John 13:1; 14:23; 16:27; 17:20, 23; Rom. 5:8; 1 John 3:1

C) They are kept secure by God.
John 6:37-44; 10:28-30; 17:11, 15; Rom 8:31-39; 2 Tim. 4:18;

The truth of God is for the children of God.

4) Notice the blessings Jude declares:
Mercy — not judgment, condemnation and wrath.

Peace — not anxiety, fear and strife.

Love — not rejection, loneliness, separation.
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