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MARK 1:14-20

English Standard Version (ESV)

14

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of
God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent
and believe in the gospel.” 16 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and
Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17
And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” 18
And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19 And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat
mending the nets. 20 And immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him.

REVIEW:
-- Mark’s goal is showing us the amazing Jesus Christ.
-- Mark is pointing us to the way of the Lord. (v3)
-- John The Baptist teaches us how to shine the light on Christ. (v.7-8)
-- Jesus is presented as the son of God and as the one bringing the kingdom of God. (V11)
-- Jesus the King is our personal representative.
-- Observe Jesus’ authority over Satan.(V12-13)
-- Observe Jesus’ authority over sin.(V15)
-- Observe Jesus’ authority over sinners. (V18)

As we study narratives we look at: WHERE? WHO? WHAT?
Where? -- The Sea of Galilee: A town of fishermen. (V16)
Who? -- Jesus the son of God: The King, herald and savior.
-- Simon Peter - a deserter turned leader of the church. (Matt 16:15-23, Mark 10:28 John 21:15-17)
-- Andrew - a disciple of John the Baptist and now an apostle. (John 1: 40-42)
-- James - Son of Zebedee and first apostle to be martyred. (Acts 12)
-- John - The disciple whom Jesus loved. (John 21:7)

What? 1) Jesus called common men to be his disciple. (V17)





When fish or fishing is reference in the OT is a sign of judgement. (Habakkuk 1:14, Jeremiah 16:16)
God loves to use ordinary men to do extraordinary things.
God uses weak vessels to demonstrate his power.
Jesus will exalt the lowly and humble the proud. (Matthew 23:12)

1 Corinthians 1:26-29 (ESV)
26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards,
not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the
world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose
what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are,
29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of God.


We see that God wants to humble the proud and he wants to receive all the glory.

-- “God uses men who are weak and feeble enough to lean on him.” -Hudson Taylor
2) Following Jesus comes at a cost. (V18;20)
-- They left their jobs and their families to go be with Jesus.
Luke 14:33
33 “So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.”

Matthew 16:24–26
24 “Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his
cross and follow me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my
sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul?
Or what shall a man give in return for his soul?

3) Jesus calls the disciples to be fishers of men.
-- Jesus calls the disciples to a new vocation, to serve as heralds of the kingdom of God.
-- Jesus is calling us to work for a kingdom that will never fall.
-- Before they can do the work, they are to become students.
-- Consider the importance of their calling.
> The salvation of their souls.
> Joining Jesus in the mission of gathering God’s lost people.

2018 IMB Report
1) 25% of languages are without scripture.

2) 155,252 die daily without hearing of Christ.

3) 2,429 people groups do not have access to the scriptures. 4) 2,469 people groups are less than 0.1% evangelical.

Romans 10:13–15
13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 14 How then will they call on him in whom
they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they
to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written,
“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!”

Adoniram Judson




Missionary to Burma.
“Father of American missions”
Translated the Bible to Burmese.

“How do Christians discharge the trust committed to them? They let
three fourths of the world sleep the sleep of death, ignorant of the
simple truth that a savior died for them. Content if they can be useful
In the little circle of their acquaintances, they quietly sit and watch nations
perish for lack of knowledge.”

Matthew 28:16–20
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.
17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them,
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
-- Jesus gathers the disciples back to where he called them. Then He sends them out from Galilee.
-- Jesus has taught them, now the disciples must go and teach all that they’ve been commanded.
-- Followers of Jesus become heralds and ambassadors of the kingdom of God.
-- We can do this because the sovereign King has send us.
-- Jesus will be with his people always, so go boldly and without fear.
-- The King is coming back to destroy his enemies and gather his people.
Philippians 3:8
8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.
aaaFor his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ.

Will you submit to the authority of Jesus?
What is keeping you from serving Jesus? Are you willing to give it up?
Will you devote your life to knowing and proclaiming the amazing Jesus Christ?

