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IDENTITY: “WHAT IS MAN?” 
Sunday, August 2, 2026 -- John Rabe 

  
GENESIS 3:1-5          English Standard Version (ESV) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Identity is the central issue of our _________________. 

• A false view of identity has taken us places that would’ve been almost unimaginable a hundred 
years ago.  

 
The Source — The sin in the garden isn’t some minor mistake. It’s an attempt to 
_____________ God! 
 
The Problem — In a culture that thinks that it has “killed the king,” everything is up for grabs.  
 
The Solution — Finding our identity in our ______________.  
 

GENESIS 1:1 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 

 
GENESIS 1:26-27 

26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the 
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth.” 

27 So God created man in his own image, 
    in the image of God he created him; 
    male and female he created them. 

 
 
 

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had 
made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 
garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the 
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You 
will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
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• The question “what does my life ___________?” is a natural one. David asks it in Ps. 8. 
 

PSALM 8:3-4 
3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
    the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 
4 what is man that you are mindful of him, 
    and the son of man that you care for him? 

 

• The world’s answer: you’re an accidental blink and then you’re gone. 
 
BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW OF WHAT IS MAN 

 
IN THE BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW which permeated the Western world for 1500-plus years, being a 
____________________ meant: 

 
1. Bearing the Divine image 
2. _____________, not things 
3. Moral beings  

4. God-given limits 
5. Obligations/duties 
6. Specific ends/_____________   

[Carl Trueman, The Desecration of Man] 
 

The current dominant mindset of the entire Western world is _____________________________. 
• “I have to dig down deep into _______ to find my significance and bring that out for the world.” 

 
“In a culture where the real self is constituted by inner feelings, the external world  
will always be a threat to authenticity.” - Carl Trueman, The Desecration of Man 

 
But the Biblical answer for where I find my significance is very different: 

 

PSALM 8:3-9 
3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
    the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 
4 what is man that you are mindful of him, 
    and the son of man that you care for him? 
5 Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings 
    and crowned him with glory and honor. 
6 You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; 
    you have put all things under his feet, 
7 all sheep and oxen, 
    and also the beasts of the field, 
8 the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, 
    whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 
9 O LORD, our Lord, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
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BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW OF WHAT IS MAN 
 

HOW THE FALSE CULTURAL VIEW TODAY SUBVERTS THE CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEW ON OUR IDENTITY 
(With reference to Trueman’s list): 

 
Bearing the Divine image?  
• No, we simply carry forward the _________ that arose from the sludge. 
 
Persons, not things? 
• If this is all there is to life, other people either become _____________ that I use for my 

pleasure, or ______________ to eliminate if they stand in the way of my happiness.  
 
Moral beings? 
• ____________ and ___________ are mostly what you make them. 
• We are slaves to our brain chemistry. 
 
God-given limits? 
• Limits are just problems to be overcome by _____________.  
 
Obligations/duties? 
• “To thine _____________ be true.” – Polonius in Shakespeare’s Hamlet 
• "To be ____________ in a world that is constantly trying to make you something else is 

the greatest accomplishment." -Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
Specific ends/purposes? 
• There is no actual purpose to life except the one __________________.  

 
THE SCRIPTURAL TRUTH 
 

GENESIS 1:26-27 
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion 

over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the 
earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 

 
PSALM 139:13-16 

13 For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's womb. 14 I praise you, 
for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well. 
15 My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the 
depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every 
one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them. 
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• ________________ in our culture points against this view of humanity and the nature of reality. 
 We cannot just ignore it as if it doesn’t concern us. 

 
LUKE 12:54-57  

54 [Jesus] also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you say at once, 
‘A shower is coming.’ And so it happens. 55 And when you see the south wind blowing, you 
say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’ and it happens. 56 You hypocrites! You know how to 
interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the 
present time? 57 “And why do you not judge for yourselves what is right? 

 
• We need to have a discerning _____________, for us, our children, and for the sake of the world.  
 

1 CHRONICLES 12:32 
[The “mighty men of David” were men:] Of Issachar, men who had understanding of the 
times, to know what Israel ought to do…  

 
HEBREWS 5:14 

But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of discernment trained by 
constant practice to distinguish good from evil. 

 
APPLICATION 
 

1. Our ________________: 
They need to be given a Biblical worldview, a Biblical framework, that’s the foundation of the very way 
that they think.  

 
2. Those ________________ Us: 

We have an opportunity by our love, joy, and satisfaction in Lord to show that you can have true 
meaning, true significance. 

 
Jesus Christ became a human being in order to save _______________________! 


