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ABOUNDING LOVE  --  Key Ingredient for a True Church 
Sunday, October 6, 2019  —  Philippians: Joy From Jail series—   Pastor Andrew Coleman 

Philippians 1:3-11                               English Standard Version (ESV) 

3  I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every 
prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5 because of 
your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 And I 
am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it 
to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to feel 
this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are 
all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the 
defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, 
how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And it is 
my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with 
knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve what 
is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 
filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, 
to the glory and praise of God.  

REVIEW: 
 1)  Paul writes from a prison in Rome to the Philippian church that he planted several years earlier. 

 2)  The Philippians had stayed connected to Paul in prayer, support and correspondence.  

 3)  The entire letter centers around the joy they share in the deep fellowship of knowing Christ. 

 4)  This is a ‘love letter’, not between a couple, but  a preacher,  a people and a Savior.  
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WHAT KIND OF LOVE SHOULD A CHURCH HAVE?  --  see verse 9! 
 

 1)  The Love of the Church and its Members should be INCREASING. 
  True love grows.   True love deepens.   True love overflows.  
 
 2)  The Love of the Church and its Members should be INFORMED. 
  True love knows.   Knowledge increases capacity to love.  
 
 3)  The Love of the church and its Members should be INSIGHTFUL.  
  True love sees.    Perceiving reality accurately increases intimacy.  
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Verse 9  the word “LOVE”  =   agape  =   to prefer,  to choose,   

  A discriminating affection which involves choice and selection.   
  Why?  ‘Just because.’    Almost as if… ‘for no reason except that it was my choice.’ 
  However, this should not be confused with randomness.    
  There is a reason, but it does not come from within what is being loved.   
  The choice is driven by the will and purposes of the chooser,  
  not the character of the chosen. 
  This is why so many have called agape-love ‘unconditional love’. 
   Deuteronomy 7:7-8;  Romans 9;   
 

   1 John 4:10 
And love consists in this: not that we loved God, but that He loved us 
and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  

 

   Romans 5:8 
But God demonstrates his own love toward us, in that, while were still 
sinners Christ died for us.   

 

 

 Two Important Caveats about Agape-Love:    
 

#1  God’s perfect love and wisdom informs our love. 
 For the Christ-follower -- as verse 9 indicates, his/her love is to be informed and perceptive based 

upon what God says about everything… including all that is right and all that is wrong -- And from 

that the Christ-follower knows what to love or not love.   1 John 2:15 
 

#2   God’s perfect love and Spirit empowers our love.  
   God’s unconditional love for us, is very thing that empowers us to have  
        unconditional love for others.  Romans 5:1-5;   

 

 

The RESULTS OF GROWING, INFORMED, PERCEPTIVE LOVE IS…    vs 10-11 
 

 1)  GODLY LIVING…   “approve what is excellent”  --   not just ‘good’,  not just ‘better’,   
       but living out God’s best! 
    Love can be known only by the action it produces.   
    John 14:15-23  “If you love me, you will do what I say” 
    1 John 2:3  By this we can be sure that we have come to know Him: if we keep His commandments.  

 
 2)  CONFIDENT LIVING…    “so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ”   
 
 3)  GOD-GLORIFYING LIVING…     “filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through  
        Jesus Christ to the glory and praise of God.” 
  

KEY QUESTIONS for APPLICATION:    Do you love the Church like Paul?    Like Christ?    

      In your words?     In your actions? 
  

Philippians 1:8-11                               English Standard Version (ESV) 

8 For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of 
Christ Jesus. 9 And it is my prayer that your love may abound more 
and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may 
approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day 
of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.  


