
SHALL WE CONTINUE IN SIN? 
Sunday, May 23, 2021--  1st JOHN series  --  msg 6  --  Pastor Andrew Coleman 

REVIEW :       

 The Author:   John was a disciple and apostle    
 The Genre:  an open letter to all churches.  
   writing style is --  artistic, repeating, interwoven, layered, progressively revealing. 

 The Setting:   critical transition at end of eyewitnesses 
   Doctrinal Problems: 
   --  as always, false teachers were rising up  
   --  so new heresies were circulating around.   
   Behavioral Problems: 
    Loving the world instead of loving God and others.    

 

 •  Verse 5 is perhaps the central premise of the entire letter…  “This is the message that we  
      have heard from Him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him is no darkness at all.”    
 

 •  So far,  the Apostle John wants us to know… 
  --  the reality and centrality of Christ in all things         (1:1-4) 
  --  the perfect nature of God      (1:5)    
  --  the sinful nature of humanity     (1:6, 8, 10)   
  --  the forgiven nature of those who are in Christ.    (1:7,9) 
 
 

****************************************************************** 
 

1)  Notice the Apostle John’s gentle pastoral heart of toward followers of Jesus.  
 My little children    He uses this term  6  times in the letter to refer the people of the churches.  
    He went from being the youngest disciple to the oldest apostle.  
    He is perhaps reminding them of their need to grow.  
 
2)  True Christians do not walk in sin but in CHRIST’S VICTORY over sin.  
 

ROMANS 6:12-14    (also see 1 Corinthians 15:55-57;   Galatians 2:20) 
12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. 13 Do not 
present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to 
God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as in-
struments for righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not 
under law but under grace.  

     

1st JOHN 2:1-6         English Standard Version (ESV) 

1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not 
sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous. 2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours 
only but also for the sins of the whole world. 3 And by this we know that 
we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. 4 Whoever 
says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him, 5 but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of 
God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in him: 6 whoever 
says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.  



 

2)  True Christians do not walk in sin, but in CHRIST’S VICTORY over sin.   [CONTINUED] 
 
 ROMANS 6:1-2 

1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no 
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it?  

 
 ROMANS 8:12-17 

12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if you 
live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, 
you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive 
the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by 
whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are chil-
dren of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we 
suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.  

 
TITUS 2:11-14 

11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the pre-
sent age, 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior 
Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for him-
self a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.  
 

1 PETER 1:13-16 
13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the 
grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As obedient children, do 
not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, 15 but as he who called you is holy, 
you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”  
 
 

Notice that all sin at all times is a big deal to God.  (unsaved/saved,  young/old,  powerful/weak) 
 
Notice that God’s grace through Jesus Christ not only saves us from the penalty of our sin (God’s 
wrath), but also breaks us from the bondage of our sin (Satan’s power).    

 
•   Posse peccare   means ‘possible to sin’    (Adam before the Fall) 
•   Non posse non peccare means ‘not possible not to sin’ (Everyone after the Fall) 
•   Posse non peccare  means ‘possible not to sin’  (The Redeemed in this life) 
•   Non posse peccare  means ‘not possible to sin’  (The Redeemed after this life) 
 

Praise be to God -- IF you are a true Christian,  because of the power of Christ in you, no sin is 
master over you!  It is posse non peccare. 
 
This deliverance ONLY comes by faith in Jesus Christ as the sacrifice for your sins.  
Have you received Him?       Have you surrendered to Him as Lord of your life? 

1st JOHN 2:1         English Standard Version (ESV) 

1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not 
sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous.   


