GOD PURIFIES HIS REMNANT PEOPLE
Sunday, December 6, 2020 — MICAH: Justice, Mercy and Hope series -- Msg 8 — Pastor Andrew Coleman

REVIEW:
THE PROPHECY OF MICAH -- 3 Prophecy Cycles of Judgment and Mercy
The Setting:

The people of Israel are in rebellion and have sinned against God.

1st Cycle : Destruction and Regathering
Micah chapters 1 & 2
-- The Revelation of coming judgment
(1:2-16)
-- The Reasons for coming judgment
(2:1-11)
-- The Regathering after judgment
(2:12-13) The Good Shepherd
2nd Cycle: Doom and Deliverance
Micah chapters 3, 4 & 5
-- Doom for leaders, false prophets, Jerusalem (3:1-12)
-- Deliverance through the coming kingdom
(4:1-:5:1)
-- The DELIVERER
(5:2-5:14)
3rd Cycle : Denunciations and Salvation
Micah chapters 6 & 7
-- God’s indictments
(6:1-5 and 6:9-16)
-- Israel’s replies
(6:6-8 and 7:1-10)
-- God’s Exaltation and Salvation of His people (7:11-20)
NOTICE: The judgment prophecies are intended to lead God’s people to repentance.
In every cycle God’s mercy PREVAILS for His people in and over His judgment.
Now we see that God’s judgment purifies and refines the life and faith of His people.

CHAPTER 5:7-15 GOD USES & PURIFIES HIS REMNANT PEOPLE
MICAH 5:7-15

English Standard Version (ESV)

7 Then the remnant of Jacob shall be
in the midst of many peoples
like dew from the LORD,
like showers on the grass,
which delay not for a man
nor wait for the children of man.
8 And the remnant of Jacob shall be among the nations,
in the midst of many peoples,
like a lion among the beasts of the forest,
like a young lion among the flocks of sheep,
which, when it goes through, treads down
and tears in pieces, and there is none to deliver.
9 Your hand shall be lifted up over your adversaries,
and all your enemies shall be cut off.

Verses 7 and 8 are powerful parallels showing two
opposite purposes of God’s remnant people.
Both show God’s people among the nations.
Vs 7 God’s people bring life to some
(dew/rain)
Vs 8 God’s people bring death to others
(attacking lion)
God uses his people to both bless and judge.
Verse 9 See God’s grand victory… whether
promised by God or declared by the people.
This is God’s sovereign work.

2 CORINTHIANS 2:14-17
14 But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the
knowledge of him everywhere. 15 For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those
who are perishing, 16 to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for
these things? 17 For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God’s word, but as men of sincerity, as commissioned by God, in the
sight of God we speak in Christ.
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KEY OBSERVATIONS:
MICAH 5:10-15
10 And in that day, declares the LORD,
I will cut off your horses from among you
and will destroy your chariots;
11 and I will cut off the cities of your land
and throw down all your strongholds;
12 and I will cut off sorceries from your hand,
and you shall have no more tellers of fortunes;
13 and I will cut off your carved images
and your pillars from among you,
and you shall bow down no more
to the work of your hands;
14 and I will root out your Asherah images from among you

and destroy your cities.
15 And in anger and wrath I will execute vengeance
on the nations that did not obey.

• This judgment is leveled on the apostate Israelites
who had left God as their first love and
become like the pagans around them.
• This judgment is sharp and uncompromising.
(cut off is used 4 times)
• This judgment is personal and specific.
(your/you is used 15 times)
• This judgment goes after four evils:
vs 10 depending on military might
vs 11 arrogance and self-sufficiency
vs 12 dabbling in the occult
vs 13-14 idolatry!
• This judgment is consistent with God’s total
intolerance of sin for ALL peoples.
vs 15
See Revelation 21:27; 22:15

1. We shouldn't be confused… God has His people and He will use them and purify them.
The righteous will repent and run to Him in faith and obedience.
The wicked will continue in their worldly folly.
2. There are many who claim Jehovah as God/Christ as Lord yet do not trust in the Lord
or obey Him with their lives. They are self-deceived and will be cut off.
3. God’s people find their safety in Him, not their own power and might.
PSALM 20:6-7
6 Now I know that the LORD saves his anointed;
he will answer him from his holy heaven
with the saving might of his right hand.
7 Some trust in chariots and some in horses,
but we trust in the name of the LORD our God.

4. God’s people depend on Him, not their own self-sufficiency.
John 15; Philippians 4:13
5. God’s people have NOTHING TO DO with the occult, sorcery, & magic arts.
Galatians 5:20 ; Revelation 21:8; 22:15

6. God’s people have no idols of worship. They worship God alone.
Modern idols — whatever captivates and motivates you.
sports, careers, academics, ‘likes’, vehicles, status, entertainment, security, etc.
HEBREWS 1:1-4
1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things,
through whom also he created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
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