THE LORD’S GRAND PLAN
Sunday, November 8, 2020 — MICAH: Justice, Mercy and Hope series -- Msg 6 — Pastor Andrew Coleman

REVIEW:
THE PROPHECY OF MICAH -- 3 Prophecy Cycles of Judgment and Mercy
The Setting:

The people of Israel are in rebellion and have sinned against God.

1st Cycle : Destruction and Regathering
Micah chapters 1 & 2
-- The Revelation of coming judgment
(1:2-16)
-- The Reasons for coming judgment
(2:1-11)
-- The Regathering after judgment
(2:12-13) The Good Shepherd
2nd Cycle: Doom and Deliverance
Micah chapters 3, 4 & 5
-- Doom for leaders, false prophets, Jerusalem (3:1-12)
-- Deliverance through the coming kingdom
(4:1-:5:1)
-- The Deliverer (His first coming 5:2-3 and His second coming 5:4-15)
3rd Cycle : Denunciations and Salvation
Micah chapters 6 & 7
-- God’s indictments
(6:1-5 and 6:9-16)
-- Israel’s replies
(6:6-8 and 7:1-10)
-- God’s Exaltation and Salvation of His people (7:11-20)
NOTICE: The judgment prophecies are intended to lead God’s people to repentance.
In every cycle God’s mercy PREVAILS for His people in and over His judgment.

CHAPTER 4 GOD’S DELIVERANCE THROUGH HIS GRAND PLAN
How does the message of Micah fit into God’s plan of REDEMPTION?
1) Creator-God is perfect in holiness and righteousness. This means He has no sin.
2) All of humanity has sinned against God and His righteousness and is therefore
condemned to be cut off from God forever.
3) But God has had a GRAND PLAN from before the foundation of the world.
A- He chose a special nation to be different from the rest. He called them
His own and through them he would show His love to the world.
B- He established a covenant relationship with His nation.
They broke the covenant. He keeps the covenant.
C- All of His favored nation turn away from Him despite all of His blessings.
D- God brings judgment upon His favored nation.
-- His judgment reveals His holiness and their sinfulness.
-- Most of them reject him forever.
-- A few of them repent and return to him in faith.
E- God, in His amazing grace, saves and calls His true people to Himself.
F- His true people hear His call, repent and believe.
G- Those who believe do so because they have been given the gift of faith.
1

KEY OBSERVATIONS:
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In that day, declares the LORD,
I will assemble the lame
and gather those who have been driven away
and those whom I have afflicted;
and the lame I will make the remnant,
and those who were cast off, a strong nation;
and the LORD will reign over them in Mount Zion
from this time forth and forevermore.

Vs 6-7 For His true people, God’s righteous judgment
results in His gracious restoration.

And you, O tower of the flock,
hill of the daughter of Zion,
to you shall it come,
the former dominion shall come,
kingship for the daughter of Jerusalem.

Vs 8 The destroyed will be raised up
as an impenetrable fortress.

In that day -- see 4:1 the last days
the lame -- remember Jacob Genesis 32:31
He wrestles with God and is maimed.
‘Jacob’ = ‘deceiver’
‘Israel’ = ‘God contends’

to you shall it come -- it’s a gift!

Now why do you cry aloud?
Is there no king in you?
Has your counselor perished,
that pain seized you like a woman in labor?
10 Writhe and groan, O daughter of Zion,
like a woman in labor,
for now you shall go out from the city
and dwell in the open country;
you shall go to Babylon.
There you shall be rescued;
there the LORD will redeem you
from the hand of your enemies.

Vs 9-10
From Captivity to Freedom!
• We see the reality of suffering from sin.
• We see the rescue of God from sin.

11 Now many nations
are assembled against you,
saying, “Let her be defiled,
and let our eyes gaze upon Zion.”
12 But they do not know
the thoughts of the LORD;
they do not understand his plan,
that he has gathered them as sheaves
to the threshing floor.
13 Arise and thresh,
O daughter of Zion,
for I will make your horn iron,
and I will make your hoofs bronze;
you shall beat in pieces many peoples;
and shall devote their gain to the LORD,
their wealth to the Lord of the whole earth.

Vs 11-13
From Beaten to Victory!
• The wicked gang up on the righteous.
• The wicked are clueless of
what is about to happen to them.
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The great agony of judgment results in:
• correction toward righteousness
• appreciation of mercy
Psalm 119:50, 67, 71, 75, 107, 143
How ya doin’? -- “Better than I deserve!”

Sheaves -- the bunches of wheat heads
Threshing floor -- the breaking of the wheat kernels
from the husk
Chaff -- worthless husk that is blown away

God’s judgment will separate the true wheat
from the chaff.
God’s true people join God’s battle
for God’s glory!

1 CORINTHIANS 2:6-90
6 Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this
age, who are doomed to pass away. 7 But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they
would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is written,
“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,
nor the heart of man imagined,
what God has prepared for those who love him”—
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