JESUS: LUNATIC? LIAR? LORD?
Sunday, November 20, 2022 -- GOSPEL OF MARK series -- Msg 14 -- Pastor Andrew Coleman

MARK 3:20-35

English Standard Version (ESV)

20 Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even eat.
21 And when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, “He
is out of his mind.”
22 And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed by
Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of demons he casts out the demons.” 23 And he called
them to him and said to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 And if a house is divided
against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26 And if Satan has risen up against
himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but is coming to an end. 27 But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man.
Then indeed he may plunder his house.
28 “Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and whatever blasphemies they utter, 29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”— 30 for they were saying, “He has an unclean
spirit.”
31 And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent to him and
called him. 32 And a crowd was sitting around him, and they said to him, “Your mother
and your brothers are outside, seeking you.” 33 And he answered them, “Who are my
mother and my brothers?” 34 And looking about at those who sat around him, he said,
“Here are my mother and my brothers! 35 For whoever does the will of God, he is my
brother and sister and mother.”

REVIEW: The FOUR GOSPELS reveal the PERSON and WORK of Jesus Christ.
Matthew, Mark, Luke & John want you to know WHAT JESUS DID
and WHO JESUS IS.

CS LEWIS
1898-1963

Chronicles of Narnia, Mere Christianity, Till We have Faces,
The Screwtape Letters, The Great Divorce, Space Trilogy,
The Problem of Pain, The Case For Christianity, The Abolition of Man,
Surprised by Joy, A Grief Observed, Reflections on the Psalms

“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him:
I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be God. That is the
one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said
would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic — on the level with the man who
says he is a poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either
this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut him up for
a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and
God, but let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher.
He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.”

THE VERSE BY VERSE BREAKDOWN:
LUNATIC: 3:20-21
20 Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they
could not even eat. 21 And when his family heard it, they went out to
seize him, for they were saying, “He is out of his mind.”

vs 20 -- Realize that Jesus has been teaching in the Galilee region of his upbringing.
-- Remember that Jesus has just blasted away their false Jewish religion of
works-based salvation and self-exalting ‘righteousness’.
-- He is wildly popular with the masses because of His works and His words.
vs 21 -- Notice when he went home His family showed up to arrest/grab him.
His mother Mary. His half-brothers Simon, Joses, Jude, James, etc (Mark 6:3).
-- This is before they fully believed in Him or in a moment of wavering.
-- Notice their conclusion: He’s ‘gone crazy’. ‘Nonsensical’. A ‘lunatic’.
-- This is not an uncommon response of the world to God’s people:
2 Kings 9:11 -- OT prophets thought to be insane.
Acts 26:24 -- Festus exclaims, “Paul, you are out of your mind! You’re great
learning is driving you mad!”

1 Corinthians 2:14
The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they
are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are
spiritually discerned.

LIAR: 3:22-30
vs 22 -- Notice who Mark mentions next: ‘the scribes’ or ‘religious leaders’
-- They have already begun plotting how to kill him. (see Mark 3:6)
-- They are saying that He is Satan!
vs 23 -- Jesus points out how illogical their accusation is.
vs 27 -- Jesus comes to ‘bind the strongman’ (Satan) and
‘plunder his house and goods’ (rescue the oppressed).
vs 28-30 -- This segment of scripture has often been distorted and confused.
The point: Jesus’s works and words were in the power of the Holy Spirit.
His life/work: Matt 4:1; Mark 1:12; Luke 4:1, 18; John 3:34; Acts 1:2; 10:38; Rom 1:4
His birth: Luke 1:35; His baptism: Mark 1:10; His temptation: Mark 1:12;
His ministry: Luke 4:14; His miracles: Matt 12:28; Acts 10:38; His death: Heb 9:14;
His resurrection: Rom 1:4
-- If you reject the Spirit’s work through Christ; you reject God’s salvation.
-- If you reject God’s salvation you will be eternally guilty (no forgiveness).

LORD: 3:31-35
31 And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent to him and
called him. 32 And a crowd was sitting around him, and they said to him, “Your
mother and your brothers are outside, seeking you.” 33 And he answered them,
“Who are my mother and my brothers?” 34 And looking about at those who sat
around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 35 For whoever does
the will of God, he is my brother and sister and mother.”

vs 31-35 -- Notice how incredibly awkward this situation is!
-- Notice how incredibly intense this situation is.
-- Notice how incredibly intentional this situation is.
vs 34-35 -- Jesus cuts through all of the false religion and confusion to clarify the real issue:
True belief as evidenced in true obedience reveals
the true members of God’s family.
- They listen to God.
- They believe what He says and does.
- They do what He says.
-- True conversion is always marked by true obedience.
John 8:31
“If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine.”

John 14:15
“If you love Me you will keep my commandments.”

Luke 6:46
“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?”

John 14:21
Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves
me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him
and manifest myself to him.”

CHRIST’S GREAT INVITATION:
ISAIAH 55:1-3
1 “Come, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and he who has no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
3 Incline your ear, and come to me;
hear, that your soul may live;
and I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.

GOD’S GREAT SALVATION:
You need it.
You don’t have it.
You can’t earn it.
You just receive it.
Then you enjoy it and
you live it!

