SUPPORT MISSIONARIES!
Sunday, July 31, 2022 -- 3nd JOHN series -- Msg 1 -- Pastor Andrew Coleman

3rd JOHN 1:1-15

English Standard Version (ESV)

1 The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth.
2 Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health,
as it goes well with your soul. 3 For I rejoiced greatly when the brothers came and
testified to your truth, as indeed you are walking in the truth. 4 I have no greater joy
than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.
5 Beloved, it is a faithful thing you do in all your efforts for these brothers, strangers
as they are, 6 who testified to your love before the church. You will do well to send
them on their journey in a manner worthy of God. 7 For they have gone out for the
sake of the name, accepting nothing from the Gentiles. 8 Therefore we ought to support people like these, that we may be fellow workers for the truth.
9 I have written something to the church, but Diotrephes, who likes to put himself
first, does not acknowledge our authority. 10 So if I come, I will bring up what he is
doing, talking wicked nonsense against us. And not content with that, he refuses to
welcome the brothers, and also stops those who want to and puts them out of the
church.
11 Beloved, do not imitate evil but imitate good. Whoever does good is from God;
whoever does evil has not seen God. 12 Demetrius has received a good testimony
from everyone, and from the truth itself. We also add our testimony, and you know
that our testimony is true.
13 I had much to write to you, but I would rather not write with pen and ink. 14 I
hope to see you soon, and we will talk face to face.
15 Peace be to you. The friends greet you. Greet the friends, each by name.

3rd JOHN -- Perfect Passage for a Missions Trip Report!
1) Again, written by the Apostle John who was with Jesus for His entire earthly ministry.
-- John wrote five books… Gospel of John, the letters of 1st, 2nd, & 3rd John, and Revelation
2) John writes to Gaius who was apparently helping traveling missionaries who were passing
through their area of Asia (western Turkey).
3) John mentions three men:
Gaius -- a righteous man, the recipient of the this letter, who supports missionaries.
Diotrephes -- an unrighteous man, who rejects missionaries
Demetrius -- a righteous man worthy of emulating

OBSERVATIONS AND APPLICATIONS FROM THE INTRODUCTION:
1) Notice, the similar emphasis on TRUTH and LOVE as the intro to the letter of 2nd John.
vs 1
“whom I love in truth”
vs 2
“that you may be in good health, as it goes well with your soul”
vs 3-4 “For I rejoiced greatly… you are walking in the truth” “no greater joy than to hear that my
children are walking in the truth”

VERY KEY QUESTION: What is the GREATEST CONCERN that you have regarding your children?
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3rd JOHN 1:5-8

English Standard Version (ESV)

5 Beloved, it is a faithful thing you do in all your efforts for these brothers, strangers
as they are, 6 who testified to your love before the church. You will do well to send
them on their journey in a manner worthy of God. 7 For they have gone out for the
sake of the name, accepting nothing from the Gentiles. 8 Therefore we ought to support people like these, that we may be fellow workers for the truth.

OBSERVATIONS & APPLICATIONS from 3rd JOHN 1:5-8
‘these brothers’ -- missionaries sent out by John who were traveling through the area
1. Supporting missionaries is a REALLY GOOD thing to do.

vs 5 & 8

vs 5 it is a faithful thing you do in all your efforts for these brothers...
vs 6 You will do well to send them on their journey in a manner worthy of God.
A- We CARE for them. (when they are home, when they are overseas)

B- We PRAY for them.
C- We PAY for them. (weekly tithe, Christmas offering, special projects)
D- We join them for short term projects.
(1 week - a few months)
E- We join them for medium length assignments.
(1-2 years)
F- We join them for long term (career) assignments.
(decades)
G- We assist their access platform (a business or NGO)
(an NGO is a non-governmental organization -- usually humanitarian aide)
-- consulting, tourism, sports, education, food/water, medical, micro-enterprise,
-- Your expertise, vocation, credentials can greatly help their platform!
H- we take care of their kids.
-- physically, spiritually, socially
2. Sometimes we know them, sometimes we don’t know them .
vs 5b strangers as they are

3. We should support missionaries GENEROUSLY.
vs. 6b You will do well to send them on their journey in a manner worthy of God.

Our generosity should be GREAT.
Our generosity should be GENUINE.
Our generosity should be GLAD.

(The amount counts.)
(The authenticity counts.)
(The attitude counts.)

“Not equal gifts, but equal sacrifice.”
4. We should support missionaries because we love Christ.
vs 7a

For they have gone out for the sake of the Name,

5. We should support missionaries because it is good strategy.
vs 7b

[they] accept nothing from the Gentiles.

6. We should support missionaries so we may join their work!
vs 8b

that we may be fellow workers for the truth.

When you join in their work, you join in bringing God glory and receiving His reward!
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3rd JOHN 1:9-10

English Standard Version (ESV)

9 I have written something to the church, but Diotrephes, who likes to put himself
first, does not acknowledge our authority. 10 So if I come, I will bring up what he is
doing, talking wicked nonsense against us. And not content with that, he refuses to
welcome the brothers, and also stops those who want to and puts them out of the
church.

OBSERVATIONS & APPLICATIONS from 3rd JOHN 1:9-10
Diotrephes -- a selfish church leader who thwarted mission efforts
Notice Satan’s effort to stop mission work. vs 9-10
• Sometimes through false believers in the church.
• Sometimes through immature believers in the church.
• Sometimes through pagans outside the church.
(government, bandits, fundamentalists from opposing religion, witchcraft)
2,000 years of Diotrephes’s bad reputation:
Diotrephes was prideful and selfish.
Diotrephes was rebellious.
Diotrephes was a slanderer.
Diotrephes was a inhospitable.
Diotrephes was abusive.

who likes to put himself first
does not acknowledge our authority
talking wicked nonsense against us
he refuses to welcome the brothers
and also stops those who want to
and puts them out of the church

3rd JOHN 1:11-12
11 Beloved, do not imitate evil but imitate good. Whoever does good is from God;
whoever does evil has not seen God. 12 Demetrius has received a good testimony
from everyone, and from the truth itself. We also add our testimony, and you know
that our testimony is true.

Notice DEMETRIUS -- a man with a good reputation, perhaps the carrier of the letter
-- he is known by everyone to be true
-- he is in line with the truth
-- he is approved by the Apostle John as worthy of trust
Notice JOHN’S call to be careful of who you follow . vs 11
(Don’t follow Diotrephes! Follow Demetrius!)
3rd JOHN 1:13-15
13 I had much to write to you, but I would rather not write with pen and ink.
14 I hope to see you soon, and we will talk face to face.
15 Peace be to you. The friends greet you. Greet the friends, each by name.

Notice the similarity of the conclusion of 2nd John (last week).
-- See the importance of FACE-TO-FACE fellowship, worship and conversation.
-- See the blessing of PEACE amidst much turmoil (Diotrephes).
-- See the importance of NAME TAGS! 
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