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HOW DO YOU KNOW WHAT LOVE IS?  SEE CHRIST! 
Sunday, September 19, 2021  --  1st JOHN series  --  Msg 17  --  Pastor Andrew Coleman 

1st JOHN 3:11-18                              English Standard Version (ESV) 

11 For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we 
should love one another. 12 We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one 
and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own deeds 
were evil and his brother’s righteous. 13 Do not be surprised, brothers, that the 
world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed out of death into life, because 
we love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death. 15 Everyone who 
hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life 
abiding in him. 
16  By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brothers. 17 But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees 
his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide 
in him? 18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 

REVIEW:  
 

  

FIRST JOHN is all about true, genuine, saving FAITH  versus  fake, self-deceived RELIGION. 
 

FIRST JOHN presents multiple TESTS by which one can evaluate if they have true, saving faith.  
 1)  Do you recognize your own sinfulness?     (1:8-10) 
 2)  Do you recognize Christ for who He is?     (2:1-2)  
 3)  Do you obey Christ’s commands?     (2:3-8) 
 4)  Do you hate others?       (2:9-11) 
 5)  Do you love the world instead of God?     (2:15-17) 
 6)  Do you stay with Christ and His Church?     (2:18-24) 
 7)  Do you practice sin or do you practice righteousness?    (3:4-10 ) 
  

The true church has always maintained that God’s Word clearly sets forth basic standards  
of BELIEF and BEHAVIOR as necessary marks of genuine, saving faith.   
 Do you believe the words of Christ?  Do you obey the words of Christ?   
 
 

KEY OBSERVATIONS of  1 John 3:11-18   

     Repeating themes surface again: 

 vs 11  False teachers haven’t changed the Gospel message.  Christ’s people love one another.  

 vs 12  Some who come to worship God are of the devil…  see Cain!  (Gen. 4:1-16;  Heb. 11:4) 

 vs 11, 14, 16   True Christians love others, specifically other Christians.  

 vs 12, 14, 15   Fake Christians say they love God but have hate for His people.  

 vs 16-18    True Christians don’t just say it, but do it.  

 vs 16   Do you want to know what true love is?  See Christ! 
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CONTRAST Between Satan’s Children and God’s Children: 
 

  

1)  Satan’s children murder God’s children.    vs 12, 14 
  

 In  Genesis 4:2-8 we see that the first homicide in all humanity was between the first brothers.   
 Cain killed Abel simply because his deeds were evil and his brother’s were righteous.   
  John 8:44  (Jesus speaking to religious Jews) 

You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no 
truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the 
father of lies.  

 
2)  Satan’s children hate God’s children.    vs 13, 15 
 Jesus made clear that our heart is the issue:     Hatred  =  Murder. 
  Matthew 5:21-22 

21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and who-
ever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that everyone who is 
angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be 
liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire.   

 
3)  Satan’s children do not care about the needs of God’s children.  vs 16-18 
 Notice the heart-issue once again!   
 If you can close your heart to a Christian brother or sister in need, you do not know God.  
 
4)  The nature of true love was shown by Christ’s self-sacrificing death for others.  vs 16 
 This is God’s love.     It is an ‘other-oriented’ love.    It is a selfless love.  
 This is to be our love.     
 
 

KEY QUESTIONS FOR APPLICATION AND MEDITATION: 
 

1)  Have you personally received Christ as Lord and Savior of your life?   
           You can turn from your sin and trust in Him as your only hope of forgiveness and acceptance by God. 
 

2)  Would you say that you have come to love or resent or despise true Christians? 
 

3)  When was the last time you gave sacrificially to a Christian in need?    
           Is your heart closed to that?  Would you ask God to give you the opportunity? 
  
 

 


